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Leaping dreams of Yilan’s little gymnasts
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The fading voices of the Taidong Bunun aboriginal heritage
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Let’s Talk LIVE! about Movies, Crystal Mall, 2:00 PM
Soundtrack Café / Seminar, Boulevard Café, UBC, 4:00 PM
TWEFF Opening Reception, Norm Theatre, 4:30 PM
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#3 % | Cheng Wen-Tang

108 min.

[synopsis]

The Bunun people in Wulu Village are famous among Taiwan's
indigenous groups for their polyharmonic choral singing, but are
now faced with the danger that their culture and traditions will
gradually disappear. Recognizing this problem, they have started
the work of preserving their cultural heritage and passing it on
to the younger generation. Fearing that indigenous cultures will
eventually be lost, director Wang Chung-Hsiung came to Wuluy,
trying to find answers to his many questions by interviewing
local people. Over the course of filming these interviews, the
director found his beliefs challenged and his heart moved.

[about the director]

Wang Chung-Hsiung got his M.FA. in filmmaking from the San
Francisco Art Institute. His works include Mirage, which received the
Princess Grace Award/Film Grant, Maze, and Cotton Candy Game,
which won the Government Information Office Best Script Award.

Sun April 08,2007 2:30 - 4:00 PM

[synopsis]

Just released from the jail, A-Yu experienced two relationships
with two men, both of which short-lived, fading away like bubbles
on the beach.With a wounded heart, A-Yu sought the comfort

of Ann, a friend from jail who embraces A-Yu's tortured soul.
When they are unhappy, they dance away their sorrows on the
pier together. On one day, a puppet show was being performed
on the pier. Through the autistic puppeteer Lao-Yao, A-Yu found
herself entangled in a whirlpool of emotions as deep as the ocean.

[a2bout the director]

Cheng Wen-Tang, born in Yilan County of the North Eastern Taiwan
started his career in the film industry in 1982 as a continuity clerk,
assistant director, film producer, scriptwriter and director: Cheng's
first 35mm Somewhere Over the Dreamland (2002) had been lined
up in the 59 Venice International Film Festival for the Venice Critics
Week. The Passage (2004) is Cheng's second 35mm film. His third
film, Blue Cha Cha (2006), won Grand Award of All Categories at
the 33rd International Independent Film Festival at Brussels, Belgium.

[awards]

2005 Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival “Best Original Soundtrack”
2006 Brussels Independent Film Festival “Grand Award for All
Categories”

2006 Asia-Pacific Film Festival “Best Supporting Actress Award"

Sat April 07,2007 9:30 - 11:30 PM
Sun April 08,2007 7:00 - 9:00 PM
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[synopsis]

These little boys come from different families and have unique
characters and temperaments. They don't play computer games
or hang out at McDonald's. Instead, they go straight to the
gymnasium after school, which is about the only thing they have
in common. The training is painstaking, yet they never quit. Are
these kids out of their mind? This is not a traditional nor critical
documentary film, as it portrays its story in a humorous and
cheerful manner.The coach has to act like both a tough father
and a loving mother to his students. From the coach’s own
experiences with gymnastics, the audience can gain an under-
standing of Taiwan's physical education environment as well.

[2bout the director]

A graduate from the Chinese Culture University, Lin often
presents his charming and insightful works with humour and
quick rhythmic techniques that display his detailed observa-
tion of the society. His short documentary films Pray for
Graffiti and His-men Street were nominated for the Taipei
Golden Horse Awards and received positive acclaims.

[awards]

2005 Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival “Best Documentary”, “Best
Original Music”
2005 Taipei Film Festival “Special Award" and “People’s Choice”

Sat April 07,2007 2:30 - 4:00 PM
Sun April 08,2007 9:30 - 11:00 PM

[synopsis]

Do Over is composed of five subplots, each following the story
of a major character in the film.They came from all walks of life,
including a part-time theater employee, a decedent of the Chinese
Nationalist troops, a young drug-dealer and his girlfriend, a triad
leader, a dispirited film director, and a mysterious yet enigmatic
girl. The movie took place during New Year's Day as fate herself
weaved a complicated thread bringing their experiences together
in intricate ways. Everyone wishes on New Years Day that they
would become a better person in the coming year, banking their
hopes on the miracle of reincarnation, a chance to start anew.
Do Over is constructed upon this desire, while exploring the
different levels of our struggles and aspirations towards life.

[2bout the director]

Cheng's extraordinary filming skill has made him one shining

star among Taiwan’s new directors. His first movie Babyface was
produced during his sophomore years, which won the Student
Film Special Award in the 2002 Taipei Film Festival, while his second
movie Summer, Dream won him the Best Short Film in Taipei
Golden Horse Film Festival among numerous other awards.

[awards]

2006 Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival “Formosa Film Award", “Best
Original Soundtrack”, and “Best Film Editing”

2006 Taipei Film Festival “Million-Dollar Grand Award”,“People’s
Choice”

Fri April 06,2007 9:00 - 11:00 PM
Sun April 08,2007 4:30 - 6:30 PM
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[synopsis]

This documentary film records the everyday labor and lives of three
elderly rice farmers in Houbi Township, in the heart of Taiwan's rice-
producing country. It depicts their lifestyles that have changed little
over the last half-century, and how they must toil and shed a bead
of sweat for each grain they produce. It observes their toils and their
approach to life, enabling viewers to appreciate the wisdom that
imbues their lives, and the fascinating dynamics of their relationships
with each other, their animals, gods, the weather, and the land.

[about the director]

Yen Lan-Chuan

Yen obtained Master degrees in Drama Film/TV produc-

tion from Sheffield University, UK. Her style focuses on the
strength of simple and realistic shots, and her significant

works include: Lucky Seven, The Rebuilding of Da Niu Town, The
Earthquake Commemorative Album, and Death’s Redemption.

JuangYi-Tseng

Juang graduated from the Department of Philosophy,
National Taiwan University. His recent works include

the documentaries A Favor and Election Rhapsody.

[awards]

2005 Taipei Film Festival “Million-Dollar Grand Award”
2005 Taiwan International Documentary Festival “Best Film of the
Year”

Fri April 06,2007 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Sat April 07,2007 4:30 - 6:30 PM

[synopsis]

Three high-school students experience the perks and pratfalls of
modern love in director Leste Chen’s sensitive tale of friendship
and yearning. Shou Heng is like a fixed star, always confident and
attractive. Zheng Xing is like a planet, always orbiting around
Shou Heng. The two boys grow up together; and always stayed
together, until one day, a girl named Hui Jia appeared in their

lives like a comet! The entire universe suddenly changes—that
universe is very small, containing only the three of them, but it is
all they have got. Love and friendship are redefined, and the most
intimate companions begin to be separated light years apart.

[a2bout the director]

Leste Chen attended Fu-Hsin Arts High School and was into theatre
performance in grade | I. His work All Deans are Baldheaded reflects
his complaints about the system. After graduating from high school,
he failed in the university entry exam, and produced his first film
May Fly. The film got him admission to the Department of Commer-
cial Design of ChungYuan Christian University. He won a number of
advertisement design and short film awards as a senior in 2004. He
also directed several music videos for famous pop stars in Taiwan.

[awards]

2006 Taipei Golden Horse Film Festival “Best New Actor”

Sat April 07,2007 7:00 - 9:00 PM
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